
 

January 2010, 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Here are a few thoughts from recent days. 
 
Language: Nouns, verbs adjectives, prepositions, 
adverbs, noun classes, are all found in the Swahili 
language that fills our minds these days.  There is not 
much excitement in language study but the motivation 
is found in the lives of people who will hear the 
message and choose our Savior.  We will soon be 
sharing our testimony in Swahili.  
 
Security: Last week there was a riot in downtown 
Nairobi, 1 person was killed and many injured.  
Families at my kids school have shared about their car 
jacking incidents.  The paper is full of stories about 
break-ins. Most recently they broke into the national 
museum to take their computers. In the last week two 
of my fellow missionaries have experienced Kenya 
drivers hitting their cars and then trying to drive off.  
We praise God for the safety we experience and the 
grace that He gives day in and day out.  
 
Christmas thank you!  Thank you for all the cards 
and letters and financial gifts.  It really blessed our 
first Christmas in our 23 years of marriage away from 
family.  Sybil found a turkey at the grocery and all the 
fixens. The gifts for the kids that you helped with 
came in January when a fellow  
missionary gave them safe passage  
from the US to Kenya.    
 
    

 
In His Service,   
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Jim & Sybil Eberhard 
 

Anthony and I, My first 
leader in training! 

The holidays brought new traditions:  In Kenya they 
enjoy setting off fireworks at New Years!  We thought we 
would adopt this new tradition.  We found a nice verity at 
the local grocery.  They were all fun and games until the 
day we lit what we thought was the greatest fire-cracker 
since bottle rockets.   It was unlike anything we could get 
in Springfield, it would clear a 1 foot section of grass and 
shake the house when it blew up.  I decided to share the 
idea with my friend at his home.  Thinking with all the 
break-ins and violence we have read about this would be a 
good deterrent to scare would be robbers.  So I 
demonstrated the Gorilla Bomb for my friend.  Next thing 
I knew security was at his gate wondering what we were 
doing. When I say security I mean security, about 10 of 
them with 2 pick ups and each one had AK 47’s dangling 
from their fingers.  Needless to say not all of the Kenyan 
traditions are expedient for us! 
 
Praise and Prayer! Malea returns home to resume Bible 
College this month.  Praise the Lord for the wonderful 
Christmas gifts from Gods people. Praise the Lord for 
Anthony Gitau a new friend of ours who through 
discipling has seen his need to be scripturally baptized.  
(We will tell more about that later).  Praise the Lord for 
the new school for our daughter Larissa.  She likes it! 
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Jim & Sybil Eberhard 

 
 

Two cooks who 
do get along in the 
kitchen! 
 

We had our first visitor 
from the states. 
Perpetua came home to 
Kenya from Missouri 
to visit her sister Mary 
and family. She 
attends one of our 
supporting churches.  


